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President’s Message 
  
 Fall is here, and we have several important events and opportunities coming 
up for our organization. I hope you will mark your calendars and, most importantly, 
plan to participate. 
 The next Honor Flight Mission is October 17th. This is always a special op-
portunity to recognize and honor our veterans as they make this very special trip to 
see the memorials in Washington, DC. If you are able, please come out and give our 
veterans a great send-off as they begin their journey. Your presence and support mean 
a great deal to those who have served our country.  Many of you are eligible to be 
honored in this way as well.  You can find details at https://
olddominionhonorflight.org. 
 Our October luncheon will be on Friday, October 16th.  Barbara Smith, 
HRCMOAA Board member and Surviving Spouse will provide a presentation on 
“The Day After Calls”, notifications which must be made with the Passing of a Mili-
tary Retiree or Surviving Spouse. 
 Our November 20th luncheon will be a busy one. In addition to our regular 
gathering, we will be conducting our annual election of officers and board members 

and holding our Toys for Tots drive. Please consider bringing a new, unwrapped toy to help make Christmas a little 
brighter for a child in our community. 
 The election also provides an opportunity for members to become more involved in the future of our organi-
zation. We need members who are willing to step up and volunteer. Whether you are interested in serving as an of-
ficer, joining the board, or simply helping with one of our activities, your participation is important. Our organiza-
tion depends on members who are willing to contribute their time, ideas, and experience. 

DISCLAIMER  The MOAA Newsletter is published bi-monthly by the Hampton Roads Chapter, Military Officers Association of 
America, P.O. Box 4612, Virginia Beach, VA 23454-0612 and is intended primarily for distribution to, and non-commercial use by, 
members and associates   of   the   Chapter   and   MOAA.  Editor: LT Hans P. Juhl Hidle, USN (Ret).  Telephone (757) 343-0114 and 
e-mail: hrcmoaa@gmail.com.  Permission for reproduction of locally-generated articles is hereby granted, with appropriate credit, to 
other MOAA chapters, or publications serving the military community,  active, reserve, or retired. 

SEE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE PAGE 4 
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FROM PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 2 

President Message, cont. 

 Membership also needs your help. Think about the military veterans, retired military personnel, spouses, and 
others you know who are eligible to join. Please invite them to attend a luncheon, tell them about our organization, 
and encourage them to become members. The strength of our organization depends on continuing to bring new peo-
ple into our ranks. 
 Looking ahead to December, we have two special events to look forward to. Our annual Surviving Spouse & 
Spouse Tea will be held December 2nd at Princess Anne Country Club. Please see the flyer in this newsletter for de-
tails. It is a wonderful opportunity to come together and recognize those who have been an important part of the mil-
itary family. 
 Then, on December 5th, we will celebrate the season at our Christmas Dinner Dance in the Magnolia Room 
at Atlantic Shores. Please see the flyer in this newsletter for all the details. I hope you will plan to join us for an en-
joyable evening with friends and fellow members. 
 We have a lot happening over the next few months, and each event is made better by the participation of our 
members. I encourage you to get involved, invite someone new to join us, volunteer when you can, and most of all, 
enjoy the fellowship that makes our organization special. 
 Please check the website regularly for details on upcoming events and other valuable information of interest 
to our membership.  Details are posted on the chapter website (www.hrcmoaa.org).   
 I look forward to seeing you at these upcoming events. 
 
Sincerely, 
Loren Heckelman 
Captain, USN (Ret.) 
Never Stop Serving 

SEE LEGISLATIVE PAGE 5 

HRCMOAA Legislative Affairs Corner 
 

September 2026 
 
 MOAA Summer AiA has closed with a focus on Military Spouse Hiring, Duty Status Reform to consolidate 
roughly 30 reserve duty status to four and Government shutdown fairness and impact on servicemembers pay and 
benefits. 
 The key legislative issue that MOAA is now focusing on is HR 9237 (Take Care of America’s Veterans 

Act).   This bill consolidates more than 60 individual bipartisan veterans bills into one sweeping piece of legislation. 

 District 2 Congresswomen Jen Kiggans was an original co-sponsor of the bill when introduced June 10, 

2026.   While the bill includes major long-awaited improvements for military retirees and survivors it has sparked 

intense controversy. 

 
Here are some of the primary pros and cons of the act: 
 
Pros (MOAA, American Legion, Wounded Warrior Project, AMVETS and over 22+ other organizations support) 
 Concurrent Receipt: Includes the Major Richard Star Act.  Allowing roughly 54,000 combat-insured veter-
ans to receive both their full military retirement pay and VA disability compensation simultaneously without offsets 
 Survivors Protections:  Includes the ‘Love Lives On Act’, allowing surviving Gold Star spouses to remarry 
under certain conditions without losing their VA dependency and indemnity benefits 
  Catastrophic Disability Support:  Significantly expands benefits and care provisions for severely disabled 

http://www.hrcmoaa.org
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FROM LEGISLATIVE PAGE 4 

veterans, such as those requiring specialized spinal cord, ALS, MS, or bowel and bladder care. 
 Mental health and Rural Access: Expands mental health services, substance abuse programs, and healthcare 
options for veterans living in underserved rural and urban areas. 

 
Cons (VFW, DAV, Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America and 50+ other organizations oppose including a 
coalition of 22 labor unions including AFGE) 
 Disabled Rate Reduction:  To fund the bill, Congress proposes changes to how the VA calculates disability 
ratings for sleep apnea and tinnitus. 
 Impact on future Veterans: Organizations like VFW argue that this change could strip or reduce future disa-
bility compensation. 
 
Intergeneration Divide:  Opponents argue the bill creates a bad precedent by “pitting generations of veterans 
against one another” – forcing future service members to pay for the benefits of past combat veterans 
 VA Privatization Concerns: Labor groups, including the AFGE, oppose the bill due to language that could 
outsource clinical research and privatize select mental health services 
 VA Home Loan Fee Increases: Some veteran advocates argue the bill places an unfair burden on future 
buyers by implementing higher fees on certain VA home loans 
 
Current Status and Next Steps: 
 House leaders pulled the bill before a final voted I mid-July 2026.  The Senate Companion measure 
(S.4744) sits on the legislative calendar. 
 Floor Rescheduling: House leadership must decide when to bring the omnibus package back to the floor for 
additional debate and a final vote 
 
Controversy and Negotiations:  
 Lawmakers are facing intense lobbying from veteran service organizations over specific funding offsets 
and provisions like Section 108, which may prompt amendments or stall progress before it can move to the Senate. 

 
Stan Remer 
Colonel, USA, Retired 
Legislative Affairs Chair 
HRCMOAA Chapter 
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 October Luncheon 
 

Friday October 16th, 2026:  Atlantic Shores—Magnolia Room Atlantic Shore Drive, Virginia Beach, VA 23454. 
Social—1100 hours and Lunch—1200 hours. Speaker: Barbara Smith “The Day After The Calls”.  Reservations 
required NLT 1200 hours Tuesday, October 13th 2026. Please RSVP to Barb Smith: (757) 576-1114 (cell) or via e
-mail at carmelk123@gmail.com. Remember please, that a reservation made is a reservation paid. 
   

November Luncheon 
 

Friday November 20th, 2026:  Atlantic Shores—Magnolia Room Atlantic Shore Drive, Virginia Beach, VA 
23454. Social—1100 hours and Lunch—1200 hours. Speaker: TBA USMC. USMC Toys for Tots event. Please 
bring a new unwrap toy. Reservations required NLT 1200 hours Tuesday, November 17th 2026. Please RSVP to 
Barb Smith: (757) 576-1114 (cell) or via e-mail at carmelk123@gmail.com. Remember please, that a reserva-
tion made is a reservation paid.   

 

Christmas Tea 
 

Wednesday December 2nd, 2026:  Princess Anne Country Club, 3800 Pacific Ave, Virginia Beach, VA 23451. 
1130—1300 hours. Reservations required NLT 1200 hours Friday, November 27th 2026. Please RSVP to Barb 
Smith: (757) 576-1114 (cell) or via e-mail at carmelk123@gmail.com or Carol Tippin (757) 495-3046 or car-
oltip@aol.com. Remember please, that a reservation made is a reservation paid. For further information see 
flyer on page 9 of this newsletter.  

Activities in our Community 

Flame of Hope Wreath Laying Ceremony 

The following are 
additional images 
from the Flame of 
Hope Wreath Lay-

ing Ceremony 
held on 22 Sep-
tember 2026 at 
NAS Oceana. 

SEE COMMUNITY PAGE 7 
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At the chapter luncheon on September 18, 
2026, MG John P. McLaren Jr., USA 
(Ret), past president of the chapter dis-
cussed his experiences deploying as the 
Commanding General of the Iraq Assis-
tance Group in 2005. 

The Armed Services YMCA opened its Virginia Beach Child Development Center on September 15th with a Grand 
Opening and Ribbon and Cake Cutting Ceremony.  In attendance were The Honorable Anthony J. Tata, Under Sec-
retary of War for Personnel and Readiness; The Honorable Robert M. Dyer, Mayor of the City of Virginia 
Beach; RADM Stephen D. Barnett, USN, Commander, Navy Region Mid-Atlantic; and VADM William D. 
French, USN Ret., President and CEO, Armed Services YMCA.  

September Luncheon 

Armed Services YMCA Virginia Beach Child Development Center 

Activities in our Community, cont. 

FROM COMMUNITY PAGE 6 

SEE COMMUNITY PAGE 11 
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Every Member A Recruiter 

If you know someone eligible for chapter membership as a regular member or surviving spouse,  
please bring them to a luncheon and encourage them to join our chapter. 
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 Seeking a Dedicated Treasurer—Your Chapter Needs You 
  

Our chapter is seeking a committed and detail-oriented individual to step into the crucial role of treasurer. This po-
sition ensures the financial health of our organization, helps with budgeting and reporting, and plays a key role in 
maintaining transparency. 
 If you have strong organizational skills, financial literacy, and a commitment to keeping our chapter thriv-
ing, we’d love to hear from you. Your contribution will make a significant impact, and you’ll be joining a dedicat-
ed team working toward shared goals. 
 For more details or to express interest, please reach out to chapter president, Loren Heckelman. We appreci-
ate your support in keeping our chapter strong! 

We’re Looking for a Secretary—Your Chapter Needs You 
 

Our chapter is seeking a committed and detail-oriented individual to step into the crucial role of secretary. This po-
sition takes and shares meeting minutes, helps with event planning and support and keeps our records organized. 
If you are organized, reliable and ready to make a difference for the chapter and our membership, we’d love to hear 
from you. Your contribution will make a significant impact, and you’ll be joining a mission-driven team supporting 
service members, veterans & families. 
For more details or to express interest, please reach out to chapter president, Loren Heckelman. We appreciate your 
support in keeping our chapter strong and helping us serve those who’ve served! 

On 16 July 2026, MG John McLaren, USA (Ret) represented the members of Hampton Roads MOAA dur-
ing the Change of Command ceremony between the outgoing commander CAPT Matthew Frauenzimmer 
and the in coming commander CAPT Chad Upright. In addition, the ceremony concluded with the retire-
ment of CAPT Frauenzimmer with 33 years of service.   RDML Craig Mattingly officiated as the presiding 
officer. 

Activities in our Community, cont. 

FROM COMMUNITY PAGE 7 

SEE COMMUNITY PAGE 6 
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Military ID Card Notification Program  
 

 This voluntary program is designed to help Chapter members and their dependent’s  to renew their ID cards 
in a timely fashion.  Once you and your dependents are enrolled,  you will be notified of your impending ID card 
expiration date in sufficient time for renewal prior to the expiration date. 
 To enroll by mail:  make copies of the form below for each dependent and fill out the required information.  
Mail to Military ID Card Notification Program, HRCMOAA,  PO Box 4612, Virginia Beach, VA 23454-0612. 
 To enroll by email: visit our website, www.hrcmoaa.org and click on About Our Chapter and the ID Card 
Notification Program link and follow the instructions. 
 
Note:  Over age 75 members, who are eligible uniform family members and survivors of deceased personnel 
are now eligible for Permanent Identification Cards.  Apply within 90 days of expiration of current ID card. 

  

PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY---PLEASE USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH INDIVIDUAL 
(Cut along dotted line) 

............................................................................................................ 
 

Name: ______________ ID CARD EXPIRE________________ 
   (Last, First, MI)    (Day, Month, Year) 

 
STREET ADDRESS: ___________________________________________ 

 
CITY, STATE, ZIP: __________________________________________ 

 
TELEPHONE: _______E-MAIL_______________ 

  (Include area code) 
 

ALTERNATE CONTACT: _________________ 
RELATIONSHIP____ 

 
STREET ADDRESS: __________________________________________________ 

 
CITY, STATE, ZIP: ___________________________________________________ 

 
TELEPHONE (include area code):  _____________________  

E-MAIL _________________________ 
                             

Please notify me of my ID card expiration by:  
Tel: ___ E-Mail____ Mail____ 

 
Signature and Date 

________________________________________ 
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Scholarship Fund Status as of June 30, 2026 
 

 We have completed our third year of the five-year campaign that will cover 2023 – 2027.   Thank you to all 
who contributed and helped us exceed the annual goal.  We are ahead of plan to meet the five-year goal of $25,000. 

 

  

 The MOAA Scholarship Fund Board gives preference in awarding scholarships and grants to children with 
HRCMOAA member parents.  While not guaranteed to go to the child of a chapter member, those children applying 

for MOAA scholarships with a parent who is a chapter member will receive favorable consideration and the review 
board will give preference in awarding scholarships to those children.  Regardless of whether the student’s parent is a 
chapter member or not, students selected for the MOAA scholarships in the chapter’s name will always be from the 

area represented by our Hampton Roads Chapter. 

How You Can Contribute to the Hampton Roads Chapter Scholarship Fund 
 
  The Hampton Roads Chapter has been very successful and fortunate in its previous two five-year scholarship 
fund campaigns thanks to the generosity of the chapter members and their commitment to helping young men and 
women attend college through scholarships and grants from MOAA.  As a result of the success in the previous  

HRCMOAA 
Scholarship 

Drive Status as 
of  August 31, 

2026 

GOAL 
Amount   

Contributed % of Goal Need by Date $ Still Needed 

Total 5-Year 
Goal: $25,000 $19,170.10 76.7% 12/31/2027 $5,829.90 

Annual Goal for 
2026 (Year 4 of 
5):  $5,000 $3,380.00 67.6% 12/31/2026 $1,620.00 

  

Elaine Tzavaras  

Roger Blood  

  

Mr. Carl Carell Clif Furedy 

Loren Heckelman Jack Hilgers 

Steve Hackney Daryl Holland 

  

Patricia McFadden Charles Shaver 

  

Mrs. Victoria Agbenu  

  

PLATINUM— $500 and above  

GOLD— $250 to $499  

SILVER— $100 to $249 

BRONZE— Under $100 

2026 Contributions 

SEE 2026 SCHOLARSHIP ON PAGE 14 
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two campaigns, the board decided to commission another five-year scholarship fund campaign to run from 2023 
through 2027 with an annual goal in each year of $5,000.00 and an overall five-year goal of $25,000.00. 
 There are several ways you can donate to the HRCMOAA scholarship fund.  All donations are tax deductible 
as the MOAA Scholarship Fund is a qualified IRS 501(c)(3) entity. 
 The first way is for members to submit their donations online by using the following website URL: 
https://charities.moaa.org 
 

 The second way is to submit a check, made out to the MOAA Scholarship Fund and mail it to: 
 

MOAA Scholarship Fund 
P.O. Box 1824 
Merrifield, VA 22116-9917 
 

Important: Note on your check that it is for the Hampton Roads Chapter Scholarship Fund.  MOAA will con-
tinue to send receipts to all contributors.  
 
 A third way is to make a Qualified Charitable Distribution. The fund tax identification number is 54-
1659039.  By contributing from the Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) of a qualified IRA, the taxable IRA in-
come can be reduced by the amount of the contribution.  The contribution check must be marked as a charitable con-
tribution.  With the recent changes in the tax laws, some of our members have found this method to be beneficial.  
You can make qualified charitable distributions (QCDs) of varying amounts to more than one charitable organiza-
tion each year. IRA owners age 70 ½ or older can give up to $100,000 a year directly from their IRA to qualified 
charities.  But you can split that amount among multiple charities.  Say you want to give a total of $50,000 through 
the QCD move.  You could give five charities $10,000 each, for instance, or two charities $25,000 each.  Just tell 
your custodian which charities you want to support and how much to transfer directly from your IRA. 
 

 Not only will the charity benefit from the QCDs, but you will too.  The QCD amount is excluded from your 
taxable income and can also count toward your annual required minimum distribution.  It’s a win-win-win.  For ad-
ditional details, it would be best to contact your IRA fund manager, personal financial planner or tax accountant for 
specifics. 
 You also may contribute directly from bequests, wills, or trusts.  You can find suggested language here: 
https://www.moaa.org/content/about-moaa/scholarship-fund/scholarship-fund-planned-giving/ 

FROM SCHOLARSHIP 2026 ON PAGE  13 

https://www.moaa.org/content/about-moaa/scholarship-fund/scholarship-fund-planned-giving/
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From the Editor 
 
Hans Peter Juhl Hidle, LT USN (Ret.) 
 Where did it all go? That is summer. We are already a couple of days into Octo-
ber. Looks like it is finally going to start cooling down a bit.  
 What else is going on it the editors life. Wife and I celebrated 20 years of wedded 
bliss. I know that compared to most of you we are rank amateurs. We headed to Key 
West to celebrate. Haven't been there in a long time. The first time was while working on 
a special project for the Navy, and the second time was as a pit stop on a Royal Caribbe-
an cruise. We stopped by Margaritaville and other watering holes on Duval Street.    
 What will I do when I retire? Well my daughter has hired me as the Head Master 
at the Izzo School of  Advanced Middle and Grade School Academics. Yes, I will be 
home schooling  my grand-daughters starting next summer. Wish me luck. I am not cer-
tain that I am smarter than a 5th grader.  
 If you want to contact me about my upcoming retirement or any other topic. My 
email is — hansjuhlhidle@gmail.com. I appreciate any and all feedback. 
 
 

Sincerely, Hans  

mailto:hansjuhlhidle@gmail.com?subject=Newsletter
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Click on the above form to renew online (or print and mail) 

https://bcsthome.net/hrcmoaa/join.shtml

