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NEVER STOP SERVING 

Hampton Roads Chapter, Military 
Officers Association of America 
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 POW Memorial Ceremony 

 Naval Station Oceana hosted a wreath laying ceremony on Sep-
tember 24, 2025 at the NAS Oceana Flame of Hope Memorial to honor 
and remember our nation’s prisoner of war and those who are still 
missing in action. Captain Jim Daniels, USN (Ret.) (above photo) rep-
resented the Hampton Roads Chapter of MOAA with the presentation 
of the chapter wreath at the ceremony. 

mailto:hrcmoaa@cox.net
http://hrcmoaa.org
http://hrcmoaa.org
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 Ms. Barbara Smith  

President’s Message 
 We are wrapping up the year with some great events as described here, later in the 
newsletter and on the chapter website.   
 The November 14th luncheon will be our annual meeting and election featuring a 
Marine Corps speaker and the annual Toys for Tots drive.  Please bring a new, unwrapped 
toy to support the Toys for Tots drive.  Our last two events of the calendar year will be the 
Surviving Spouse Tea at Princess Anne Country Club on Wednesday, December 3rd and 
our annual Christmas Dinner Dance at Atlantic Shores on Saturday, December 6th.  I hope 
you will make plans to join us for these events.  Details are available on our chapter web-
site (www.hrcmoaa.org).   
 We still need a permanent Secretary and Treasurer on the Executive Board and we 
are always looking for new board directors and committee chairs/members.  The election 
slate for our November needs nominations for Secretary, Treasurer and two directors.  
Please contact John McLaren or me if interested. 

 This is the third year of the current five-year campaign and your contributions to help us meet both the annu-
al goal and the five-year campaign goal are greatly appreciated. We are within $1,000 of making our annual goal 
and would greatly appreciate everyone’s help with a final push to get us to that goal. 
 Thank you to those who have already responded to our survey regarding printed vs. emailed newsletters and 
luncheon post cards.  We always post the newsletter and event details on our website but we continue to look for 
ways to get information to you quicker while saving money for the chapter where we can.  We’ve received 49 re-
sponses to the survey and a summary of those results is included in this issue of the newsletter.   
  

Sincerely, 
 

Loren Heckelman 
CAPT, USN (Ret.) 
Never Stop Serving 

DISCLAIMER  The MOAA Newsletter is published bi-monthly by the Hampton Roads Chapter, Military Officers Association of 
America, P.O. Box 4612, Virginia Beach, VA 23454-0612 and is intended primarily for distribution to, and non-commercial use by, 
members and associates   of   the   Chapter   and   MOAA.  Editor: LT Hans P. Juhl Hidle, USN (Ret).  Telephone (757) 343-0114 and 
e-mail: hrcmoaa@gmail.com.  Permission for reproduction of locally-generated articles is hereby granted, with appropriate credit, to 
other MOAA chapters, or publications serving the military community,  active, reserve, or retired. 
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November Luncheon 
November 14th, 2025:  Atlantic Shores—Magnolia Room Atlantic Shore Drive, Virginia Beach, VA 23454. So-
cial—1100 hours and Lunch—1200 hours. Speaker: USMC Guest Speaker. Reservations required NLT 1200 hours 
Tuesday, November 11th, 2025. Please RSVP to Barb Smith: (757) 576-1114 (cell) or via e-mail at car-
melk123@gmail.com. Remember please, that a reservation made is a reservation paid. 
 

Christmas Tea 
December 3rd, 2025:  Princess Ann Country Club— 3800 Pacific Ave, Virginia Beach, VA. Social—1130 hours.  
Reservations required NLT 1200 hours Tuesday, November 28th, 2025. Please RSVP to Barb Smith: (757) 576-
1114 (cell) or via e-mail at carmelk123@gmail.com. Remember please, that a reservation made is a reserva-
tion paid. For menu and cost see page 6 of the newsletter. 
 

Christmas Dinner Dance 
December 6th, 2025:  Atlantic Shores—Magnolia Room Atlantic Shore Drive, Virginia Beach, VA 23454. So-
cial—1800 hours, Dinner 1900 and entertainment till 2300. Reservations required NLT 1200 hours Monday, De-
cember 1st, 2025. Please RSVP to Barb Smith: (757) 576-1114 (cell) or via e-mail at carmelk123@gmail.com. Re-
member please, that a reservation made is a reservation paid. For menu options and cost see page 10 of the 
newsletter. 

Thank you to our New and Renewing Chapter Members.  
 

 In order to ensure you know how much we appreciate our new members who have joined and our current 
members who have renewed their membership, we are starting a new practice of listing those members who have 
renewed since the last newsletter was published.  Since this is our first time doing this, we’ve included new and re-
newing members going back several months.  If we missed anyone, please let our newsletter editor, Hans Juhl Hidle 
now at (hansjuhlhidle@gmail.com) and we’ll be sure to include you in our next “Thank you” list. 

  New Members  

Mrs. Kathryn Holland 
Captain Reynaldo Ginete, USA (Ret) 

Captain Brian J. Hall, USN (Ret) 
CDR Mark Oldfield, USN (Ret) 

Renewals 
Ms. Anne Darwin 
Ms. Della Wilson 

Captain Robert Bellito, USN (Ret) 
Captain Robert Gangewere, USN (Ret) 
LtCol Robert Giovanelli, USMC (Ret) 

CDR Paul Kessler, USN (Ret) 
Captain Francis McCaffery, USN (Ret) 

Taps 

 Your Hampton Roads Chapter is saddened by the news of the passing of chapter members: 

 CWO4 William R. Sowers, USN (RET) on October 13, 2025,  

 CAPT Robert Brotman, USPHS (RET) on May 3, 2025  

 Mrs. Maureen Malone on September 5, 2025 (former surviving spouse member) 

mailto:hansjuhlhidle@gmail.com
mailto:carmelk123@gmail.com
mailto:carmelk123@gmail.com
mailto:carmelk123@gmail.com
mailto:carmelk123@gmail.com
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 Seeking a Dedicated Treasurer—Your Chapter Needs You 
  

Our chapter is seeking a committed and detail-oriented individual to step into the crucial role of treasurer. This po-
sition ensures the financial health of our organization, helps with budgeting and reporting, and plays a key role in 
maintaining transparency. 
 If you have strong organizational skills, financial literacy, and a commitment to keeping our chapter thriv-
ing, we’d love to hear from you. Your contribution will make a significant impact, and you’ll be joining a dedicat-
ed team working toward shared goals. 
 For more details or to express interest, please reach out to chapter president, Loren Heckelman. We appreci-
ate your support in keeping our chapter strong! 

We’re Looking for a Secretary—Your Chapter Needs You 
 

Our chapter is seeking a committed and detail-oriented individual to step into the crucial role of secretary. This po-
sition takes and shares meeting minutes, helps with event planning and support and keeps our records organized. 
If you are organized, reliable and ready to make a difference for the chapter and our membership, we’d love to hear 
from you. Your contribution will make a significant impact, and you’ll be joining a mission-driven team supporting 
service members, veterans & families. 
For more details or to express interest, please reach out to chapter president, Loren Heckelman. We appreciate your 
support in keeping our chapter strong and helping us serve those who’ve served! 

SEE SURVEY ON PAGE 9 

HRCMOAA Email Opinion Survey Results 
 

 As explained in last month’s newsletter, we have experienced postal mail delays and increased costs with 
mailing so we wanted to conduct a survey to find out the thoughts of our chapter membership regarding emailing 
newsletters and luncheon post cards vice printing and mailing them.  Our goal is to get information about our events 
to you quickly and easily while doing so in the most cost-efficient way for the chapter.   
 A survey was mailed to all chapter members on Wednesday, October 8, 2025.  Thank you to all who respond-
ed.  We received 49 responses, which is roughly a 10% response rate and is considered to be a statistically significant 
sample of the population.  Below is a summary of the results.   
 

92% of the respondents said they receive the emails we send about chapter events. 
8% don’t remember seeing any chapter emails. 
 

45% of the respondents said they had attended a chapter event in the past. 
55% have never attended a chapter event. 
 

45% of the respondents visit the chapter website between 1 and 5 times per month. 
43% have never visited the chapter’s website. 
12% were not sure how often they visit the chapter website. 
 

87% of the respondents said they wanted to be notified about events via email. 
8% said by printed post card. 
5% said by text message. 
 

92% of the respondents said they wanted to receive a link to the newsletter via email. 
8% said they wanted a printed newsletter to be mailed through the postal service. 
 

92% of the respondents said their participation in events would not change if only emailed notifications. 
8% were not sure if their participation would change if we went exclusively to emailed notifications. 
 

26% of the respondents said they have considered volunteering to fill a board position. 
9% said they have volunteered to fill a board position. 
65% said they have not considered filling a volunteer position. 
 

 Other activities that were suggested for the chapter to consider scheduling included briefings on VA 
healthcare*, what Navy offers to >65-year-olds for healthcare (immunizations, glasses, etc), evening socials once a 
month, small business owner networking events, sporting events (Tides baseball, Admirals hockey and ODU  
sporting events), a picnic or cookout and luncheons or brunch on a  
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Military ID Card 
Notification Program  

 
 This voluntary program is designed 
to help Chapter members and their 
dependent’s  to renew their ID cards in a 
timely fashion.  Once you and your  
dependents are enrolled,  you will be 
notified of your impending ID card 
expiration date in sufficient time for 
renewal prior to the expiration date. 
 To enroll by mail:  make copies of 
the form below for each dependent and fill 
out the required information.  Mail to Mili-
tary ID Card Notification Program, 
HRCMOAA,  PO Box 4612, Virginia 
Beach, VA 23454-0612. 
 To enroll by email: visit our web-
site, www.hrcmoaa.org and click on About 
Our Chapter and the ID Card Notification 
Program link and follow the instructions. 
 
Note:  Over age 75 members, who are 
eligible uniform family members and 
survivors of deceased personnel are now 
eligible for Permanent Identification 
Cards.  Apply within 90 days of expira-
tion of current ID card. 

  
PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY---PLEASE USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH INDI-

VIDUAL 
(Cut along dotted line) 

............................................................................................................ 
 

Name: ______________ ID CARD EXPIRE________________ 
   (Last, First, MI)    (Day, Month, Year) 

 
STREET ADDRESS: ___________________________________________ 

 
CITY, STATE, ZIP: __________________________________________ 

 
TELEPHONE: _______E-MAIL_______________ 

  (Include area code) 
 

ALTERNATE CONTACT: _________________ 
RELATIONSHIP____ 

 
STREET ADDRESS: __________________________________________________ 

 
CITY, STATE, ZIP: ___________________________________________________ 

 
TELEPHONE (include area code):  _____________________  

E-MAIL _________________________ 
                             

Please notify me of my ID card expiration by:  
Tel: ___ E-Mail____ Mail____ 

 
Signature and Date 

________________________________________ 

Old Dominion Honor Flight Mission #9   

  
Old Dominion Honor Flight is a non-profit organization 
created solely to honor America's veterans for all their 
sacrifices. Their mission is to transport America's Veter-
ans to Washington D.C. to visit those memorials built to 
honor their sacrifice and service. 
 The program is operated by volunteer-driven, 
non-profit organizations across the Southeastern Region 
of Virginia that cover all travel costs. Eligibility is open 
to veterans who served during the eras of the Korean 
War, the Vietnam War, and the War on Terror or any 
veteran with a terminal illness. Priority is given to the 
oldest and those who are terminally ill.  
 The Honor Flight Network serves over 22,000 
veterans each year and is comprised of 125 independent 
Hubs working together in furtherance of the Honor 
Flight mission. The common goal is to show our na-
tion’s veterans the appreciation and honor they deserve. 

Participation in an Honor Flight trip gives veterans the opportunity to share this momentous occasion with other 
comrades, to remember friends. 
Hampton Roads Chapter Military Officers Association of America (HRCMOAA) has been supporting Honor Flight 
for over fourteen years.  
 SEE HONOR FLIGHT ON PAGE 9 
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New Five-Year Scholarship Fund Campaign Update 
 

 Below is the current status of our chapter scholarship fund campaign as of October 31, 2025. We are in our 
third year of the five-year campaign that will cover 2023-2027. 

**We need donations of just under $1,000 between now and December 31st to achieve our 2025 annual goal.   

Current Five-Year Campaign began January 1, 2023 and runs through December 31, 2027 
 
 The MOAA Scholarship Fund Board gives preference in awarding scholarships and grants to children with 
HRCMOAA member parents.  While not guaranteed to go to the child of a chapter member, those children applying 
for MOAA scholarships with a parent who is a chapter member will receive favorable consideration and the review 
board will give preference in awarding scholarships to those children.  Regardless of whether the student’s parent is a 
chapter member or not, students selected for the MOAA scholarships in the chapter’s name will always be from the 
area represented by our Hampton Roads Chapter. 

How You Can Contribute to the Hampton Roads Chapter Scholarship Fund 
 
  The Hampton Roads Chapter has been very successful and fortunate in its previous two five-year scholarship 
fund campaigns thanks to the generosity of the chapter members and their commitment to helping young men and 
women attend college through scholarships and grants from MOAA.  As a result of the success in the previous two 
campaigns, the board decided to commission another five-year scholarship fund campaign to run from 2023 through 
2027 with an annual goal in each year of $5,000.00 and an overall five-year goal of $25,000.00. 
 There are several ways you can donate to the HRCMOAA scholarship fund.  All donations are tax deductible 
as the MOAA Scholarship Fund is a qualified IRS 501(c)(3) entity. 
 

HRCMOAA 
Scholarship 

Drive Status as 
of  

October 31, 2025 

GOAL 
Amount   

Contributed % of Goal Need by Date $ Still Needed 

Total 5-Year 
Goal: $25,000 $13,110.10 52.4% 12/31/2027 $11,889.90 

Annual Goal for 
2025 (Year 3 of 
5):  $5,000 4,007.50 80% 12/31/2025 992.5 

  

CDR Elaine Tzavaras, USN (Ret.) CAPT Roger Blood, USN (Ret.) 

  

CAPT Roger Blood, USN (Ret.) Major & Mrs. Clifton Furedy, USAF (Ret.) 

CAPT Kenneth Marks, USN (Ret.) CAPT Loren Heckelman, USN (Ret.)  

  

LT & Mrs. Hans P. Juhl Hidle, USN (Ret.)  

  

Colonel Charles Shaver, USA (Ret.) Major General John McLaren, USA (Ret.) 

Mrs. Adriana Grillo CAPT & Mrs. Jim Daniels, USN (Ret.) 

PLATINUM— $500 and above  

GOLD— $250 to $499  

SILVER— $100 to $249 

BRONZE— Under $100 

2025 Contributions 

SEE 2025 SCHOLARSHIP ON PAGE 9 
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 The first way is for members to submit their donations online by using the following website URL: 
https://charities.moaa.org/ 
 

 The second way is to submit a check, made out to the MOAA Scholarship Fund and mail it to: 
 

MOAA Scholarship Fund 
P.O. Box 1824 
Merrifield, VA 22116-9917 
 

Important: Note on your check that it is for the Hampton Roads Chapter Scholarship Fund.  MOAA will con-
tinue to send receipts to all contributors.  
 A third way is to make a Qualified Charitable Distribution. The fund tax identification number is 54-
1659039.  By contributing from the Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) of a qualified IRA, the taxable IRA in-
come can be reduced by the amount of the contribution.  The contribution check must be marked as a charitable con-
tribution.  With the recent changes in the tax laws, some of our members have found this method to be beneficial.  
You can make qualified charitable distributions (QCDs) of varying amounts to more than one charitable organiza-
tion each year. IRA owners age 70 ½ or older can give up to $100,000 a year directly from their IRA to qualified 
charities.  But you can split that amount among multiple charities.  Say you want to give a total of $50,000 through 
the QCD move.  You could give five charities $10,000 each, for instance, or two charities $25,000 each.  Just tell 
your custodian which charities you want to support and how much to transfer directly from your IRA. 
 

 Not only will the charity benefit from the QCDs, but you will too.  The QCD amount is excluded from your 
taxable income and can also count toward your annual required minimum distribution.  It’s a win-win-win.  For ad-
ditional details, it would be best to contact your IRA fund manager, personal financial planner or tax accountant for 
specifics. 
 You also may contribute directly from bequests, wills, or trusts.  You can find suggested language here: 
https://www.moaa.org/content/about-moaa/scholarship-fund/scholarship-fund-planned-giving/ 

FROM SCHOLARSHIP 2025 ON PAGE  8 

weekend day vice workday. 
*The interim director of the VA in Hampton has accepted an invitation to speak to the chapter in early 2026.  
 The board will review the survey results and make a decision regarding how to proceed.  As a reminder, all 
of the information for luncheons and other events is posted on the chapter website and readily available there.  A 
link to the newsletters is also posted on the website and there is an archive of past newsletters as well. 
 We put a lot of time and effort into making your chapter’s website an informative and valuable resource.  
Please take the time to visit the website regularly:  www.hrcmoaa.org. 

 HRCMOAA has coordinated participation with 
local high school JNROTC students and University 
Army/Navy ROTC Units rendering honors during an ear-
ly morning (5am) departure ceremony. 
 This year’s Fall season departure point was The 
American Legion Post 25 Braxton Perkins located at 
7609 Marshall Ave., Newport News, VA. There were 
nearly forty students from the ODU Monarch Battalion 
AROTC, Princess Anne and Landstown High Schools 
paid tribute, and rendered honors as seventy Veterans 
enjoyed breakfast and then loaded buses for their one-
day trip to Washington DC. 
 The next Honor Flight mission is scheduled for 
Saturday 18 April 2026.  Departure point will be at The 
Mariners’ Museum in Newport News, Virgina at zero 

dark thirty. Participants, Veterans and guardians assemble at approximately 5am. Those desiring to participate as a 
veteran or guardian can fill out an application found on the following website https://olddominionhonorflight.org. 
Please select Apply Now for further information. 

FROM HONOR FLIGHT ON PAGE  7 

FROM SURVEY ON PAGE  5 

https://www.moaa.org/content/about-moaa/scholarship-fund/scholarship-fund-planned-giving/
http://www.hrcmoaa.org
https://olddominionhonorflight.org
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Click on the above form to renew online (or print and mail) 

From the Editor 
 
Hans Peter Juhl Hidle, LT USN (Ret.) 

 
 Just back from an incredible vacation in Thailand. My step-
son was married in Sukothai, Thailand. Needing a geographic refer-
ence? Sukothai is about an hour flying time northwest of Bangkok, 
or about seven hours driving time. 
 AND, yes, Hans traveled halfway around the world with his 
wife, daughter and three grand-daughters. Travel was actually the 
easy part. Ahead of traveling, we had coordinated with American 
Airlines and Cathay Pacific for wheelchair support for our grand-
daughter Sophia who has Cerebral Palsy, which makes walking long 
distances hard. Both airlines came through and basically all we had 
to do was follow the representative taking care of Sophia. If you are 
traveling with those who need help, support is available both online 
and via customer service representatives.   
 If you are ever in that part of the world, I highly suggest you 
check out the Silver Sand Hotel and Resort at Koh Samed. For what 
is considered cheap in the US, you can have a grand time.  

 Beyond our vacation, my family is starting to gear up for the holidays, which truly isn't far off. Thanksgiv-
ing is a big event for us and of course and Christmas with grand-daughters 13, 11 and 9 is also a big event. 
 While I was gone, the Navy and Marine Corps celebrated their 250th anniversaries, which reminds me that 
our nation will be celebrating 250 years next year. How are you going to mark the occasion. Tell me how by send-
ing me a note at—hansjuhlhidle@gmail.com –.  
 
Sincerely, Hans  

https://bcsthome.net/hrcmoaa/join.shtml
https://bcsthome.net/hrcmoaa/join.shtml


THE TRIBUTE 
Hampton Roads Chapter, MOAA 
P. O. Box 4612 
Virginia Beach, VA 23454-0612 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

“Dated Material Do Not Delay” 
 
NOV & DEC 2025 

 
 
 
 

 _____________________________ 
 
              (Label Here) 

NON-PROFIT 
US POSTAGE 
PAID 
NORFOLK, VA 
PERMIT #2135 

MEMBERSHIP ALERT 
If the date on your mailing label shows 2025, your membership 
expires on December 31, 2025.  Please complete the membership 
renewal form on page 11.  You may contact COL Larry King, 
USMC-Ret. at (757) 650-1086, Membership Chair. Rather than 
recycling your newsletter, please consider sharing your copy with 
a prospective member. 




